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WESTERN RINGTAIL POSSUM — HABITAT REVIEW 

1086. Hon Alison Xamon to the Minister for Environment 

I refer to the Department of Environment and Conservation strategic review of the habitat of the endangered 
Western Ringtail Possum in Busselton, and I ask —  

(1) Is the Minister aware the previous government initiated a strategic review of Western Ringtail Possum 
habitat in the Busselton area in October 2005? 

(2) If yes to (1), has this review been completed? 

(3) If no to (2), —  

(a) why not; 

(b) does the Minister believe that four years has been sufficient time to complete this review; and 

(c) when does the Minister expect the strategic review to be completed? 

(4) 4. If yes to (2), —  

(a) has the Department of Environment and Conservation identified habitat for consolidating and 
maintaining ecological linkages as well as identified opportunities for educating the 
community about the importance of maintaining habitat values as requested by the previous 
Minister; 

(b) has the Department of Environment and Conservation in its strategic review identified key 
habitats to be protected and enhanced as part of planning and development processes; and 

(c) will the Minister table a copy of the strategic review? 

(5) If no to (4)(a), why not? 

(6) If no to (4)(b), why not? 

(7) If no to (4)(c), why not? 

(8) Has the strategic review been undertaken in consultation with as stated by the previous Minister for the 
Environment? 

(9) If no to (8), when will local authorities, relevant Government agencies and the community be 
consulted? 

(10) How many hectares of Western Ringtail Possum habitat remains on private land in the Busselton area 
as per the strategic review? 

(11) What is the estimated population of Western Ringtail Possums in the Busselton area as per the strategic 
review? 

(12) What area of potential Western Ringtail Possum habitat in the Busselton area has been cleared in the 
years: 

(a) 2004 — 05; 
(b) 2005 — 06; 
(c) 2006 — 07; 
(d) 2007 — 08; and 
(e) 2008 — 09? 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER replied: 

(1) Yes. It should be noted that the Western Ringtail Possum has a threat status of vulnerable, not 
endangered. 

(2) No. 

(3) (a) The strategic review needs to take into account both State and Commonwealth interests and 
development assessments, and comprises (1) field survey and literature review; (2) collation of 
information on habitat, development interests and land tenure; (3) the identification of 
potential management strategies; (4) consultation with stakeholders; and (5) production of a 
final report. 

Phases 1 and 2 of the strategic review were completed in 2007 and 2008. Phase 3 will 
commence in October 2009. 
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(b) While early completion of the review is desirable, the review needs to be comprehensive and 
address the significant development pressures in the area. 

(c) The Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) plans to complete phase 3 in the 
first quarter of 2010, and phases 4 and 5 in the third quarter of 2010. 

(4) Not applicable. 

(5)-(7) Initial habitat mapping has been completed but modelling for future planning scenarios is not yet 
complete. 

(8)-(9) There has been some consultation and DEC has been involved in public seminars organised by the 
Urban Development Institute. Phase 4 of the strategic review will engage stakeholders with a set of 
analyses completed, and so provide for informed discussion on planning scenarios for the species. 

(10) An audit in February 2007 identified 553 hectares of habitat on private land, representing approximately 
71 per cent of the total remaining habitat in the Busselton to Dunsborough area. 

(11) The strategic review is not focussing on determining a population estimate. It is looking at relative 
habitat values of remnants which involves consideration of habitat size, as well as relative population 
density and other factors. Estimates of likely future population carrying capacity will be developed 
during completion of the strategic review. 

(12) (a)-(e)  Much of the Busselton area has already been zoned for development and clearing occurs after 
approvals by planning authorities. Annual clearing figures for Western Ringtail Possum habitat 
are not readily available.  

 


